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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Thursday March 10th at 7.30pm Church Meeting
Sunday April 10th.  Gift Day.

It is good to see Gladys Homer back worshipping with us after her spell of ill health.  
Sheila has also returned to us after several months in hospital and recovery at 
home.  It was good to see her arrive for church on her motorised scooter!  We praise 
God for His healing in these people’s lives.  We continue to pray for those who are 
still not as well as they would wish and ask God’s healing for them.

On Sunday 13th February we shared together in a Fellowship lunch after the 
morning worship.  We enjoyed a lovely roast lunch prepared by some of the ladies.  
it was good to share together and be able to raise funds for ‘Commitment for Life’ 
at the same time.  We were delighted that we raised £133. Thank you to those who 
worked hard in the kitchen and for those who gave  so generously.

How proud and happy we all were on Sunday 20th February when Lisa Waines 
made her public commitment of faith and came into church membership.It was 
good to see both family and friends of Lisa share with us for this very special day in 
Lisa’s life.  Especially those who had made long journies to witness this happy 
occasion.  Hazel and family travelled from Stoke and Lida’s friend, Keeley, and her 
family travelled from Reading to support Lisa.  It was good that Rev’d. Douglas 
Burnett had been able to coach Lisa to this point in her Christian journey and was 
able to lead the worship welcoming her into membership.  I feel sure this will be a 
day Lisa will remember for the rest of her life.  We ask God to continue to bless her 
as she shares her faith with those she meets in whatever circumstance.

Welcome Lisa!  We look forward to your contribution to the life of New Brunswick.

Preachers for 11am Services 2011

March 6th Peter Rouse
 13th Angus Gregson
 20th Brenda Munden
 27th  Colin DeBeger

Speakers for Womens’ Guild
March 2nd David Fudge
 9th Maisie Green
 16th Dolfuss
 23rd D.I.Y.
 30th David Fudge

New Brunswick | March Diary Vestry Vibes by Douglas Burnett

Dear friends,

With March we move into Lent.  At 
long last it will feel as if spring had 
fi nally sprung!  For Churches Together 
in Clifton, Cotham and Redland this 
year’s Lent Lecture have been formed  
around of  looking at the idea of David 
Cameron’s  “Big Society” and what 
might be involved with that.  The past 
few years will continue to have a very 
substantial impact on society for some 
years to come  and the cuts will bring in 
a particular austerity.  The “Big Society” 
as an idea emerged during the General 
election campaign of last year and have 
since taken root.

What do we think of it?  In many ways 
the Christian idea of the Kingdom of 
God is the original big society.  The 
Kingdom of God enshrines various key 
values including compassion, justice and 
inclusiveness.  As the Church we should 
be intrigued by the conversations now 
happening around us in what is, at times, 
a quite heated debate.  In one sense we 
should all be in favour of Big Society 
in that implies everyone involved.  
However where we might differ will 
stem from our various political opinions 
as to whether we are for or anti what is 
being proposed at the moment.  But we 
do need to think about it.  Lord Andrew 
Mawson, who is also a URC minister, 
and whose article in Reform this month, 

argues in favour of the church getting 
involved through the use of its buildings 
etc.  But can we also bring a distinctive 
critique to what is being proposed at 
a time when the government might 
actually listen to what we have to say?  
The Church is, after all, still the largest 
volunteer network in the country 
(though less able than we were 25 years 
ago when the infl uential Faith in the City 
Report came into being).

So for our Lent lectures we shall be 
looking at various aspects of the “Big 
Society”.  There will be Anna Coote 
from the New Economics Foundation 
in London, bringing a sustainability 
perspective to the debate.  Anna is a 
national fi gure.  There will be a session 
on housing.  The Rev’d Jon Doble from 
the Churches Council for Industry and 
Social Responsibility in Bristol will be 
looking at “The Big Society and the 
Gospel of Small Things.”  There will 
be a session on the nature and ethos 
of volunteering and how that might 
relate to the new challenges.  The dates 
for these are March 16th, 23rd, 30th 
and then April 13th respectively.  More 
details about where etc will be available.  
Hope you can come along and engage.

Dougie
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Redland Park People
Please pray for David and Christine 
Lloyd; Christine is currently seriously 
ill in hospital and David is being looked 
after in Abbots Leigh nursing home.  
Their future care is being planned.  

It was lovely to see Lucy and Nik 
Pollard in church with baby Thomas 
and to know they are all well.  
Congratulations to them all.

Peter Ambrose has been in hospital 
suffering with eye problems but we 
pray for a good recovery of sight for 
him after a diffi cult time.  Janet Stables 
is also going through a diffi cult time 
having broken both wrists in a fall; we 
hope she will recover well and be back 
to her usual self soon.

Teame Mebrahtu has also been 
suffering ill health and awaits further 
treatment; please hold him and Teblez 
in your prayers.

Congratulations to Ruth Neugebauer 
and Alistair Davidson who recently 
got engaged, with a wedding in 2012.  

Congratulations too, to Hannah and 
Daniel Hirsch, who had a baby girl, 
Jessica, in February, a sister for twins 
Alexander and Emily.

Erica Siddall takes up a new role within 
Shell UK on 1 April and we pass on our 
congratulations to her and hope that all 
goes well.

We also pray for Luke Owen (Mal and 
Janet’s grandson) who underwent leg 
operations and was so determined to 
recover that his frames are coming 
off in March, three months early.  He 
is looking forward to getting back to 
school so he can play with friends again.

We think of our friends who cannot 
always come to church – Henry and 
Joyce Dickinson, Norman Crick who 
is visiting his daughter in America, and 
Des Lane who has not been well; and 
for the families of Bob Weir and Joyce 
Hamblin; please keep them in your 
prayers.

First Thursday | 3rd February

OLDER AND WISER? 
If the question mark is removed from 
the end of the title then there was a lot 
of wisdom around in the conference 
room that day, as we were all, with the 
exception of one visitor and the speaker, 
well qualifi ed for our bus passes !

John Neugebauer gave us a fascinating 
talk, based on his research and a  recent 
lecture  he had delivered to some 
undergraduates.  He posed many 
questions and made us think  particularly 
about attitudes in everyday life and the 
work place.    What age is ‘old’ or ‘older’ 
? apparently either  fi fty plus,  or fi fteen 
years older than we are at present !  
What prejudices are there about older 
people and their capabilities , especially 
in the work place? and what other 
discriminating factors are there apart 
from age? -  gender, race skin colour 
spring to mind .  He also made us think 
about stereotypes..

His fi rst slides were comforting,  for when 
asked which pilot we would prefer , the 
dashing young man or the silver haired 
one, we all opted for the latter. This  was 
the American who happened to be past 
the offi cial retiring age, but landed his 
plane so brilliantly on the Hudson River 
some months ago; something to be said 

for experience there then.   And an old, 
wrinkled- faced mountain guide was 
preferred to Spiderman !  Apparently 
communication skills are at their best 
when we are in our mid-fi fties and that 
can often be true of leadership skills 
too.  Against that of course one has to 
recognise there may well be limitations 
in physical capabilities and there are 
different requirements with different jobs 
as well as variation between individuals. 
Some graphs helped to illustrate these 
points.

He also made us think about stereotyping; 
not all surgeons are male........On the 
whole women do tend to  suffer more 
from age and gender discrimination .  We 
only have to think of the recent cases 
within the BBC where some individuals 
have experienced the ‘double whammy’ 
of being older and female, in spite of 
recent Equality legislation.

It was a rewarding and stimulating 
afternoon and we were encouraged not to 
feel like the couple portrayed on the road 
sign warning of ‘Elderly People Crossing’, 
Many thanks John  and congratulations on 
your recent degree !

Audrey Bryant.

FIRST THURSDAY PROGRAMME  March to June 2011

March 3  - Team Quiz
Another of  Derek Jones’ brain teasing 
quizzes
April 7 - The Fool on the Hill
Thought provoking Easter comments 
from Helena
May 7 - Legal Twists & Turns
Andrew Sims will share with us 
experiences from his life as a solicitor

June 2 - 5th Anniversary Tea
We celebrate 5 years of  First Thursday 
with a special tea and a mystery guest 
speaker
July 7 - Garden Party
Mal & Janet Owen invite us to share 
with them their tranquil garden at 
Abbots Leigh

Peter and Anna would like to thank all 
their friends at Redland Park for all the 
good wishes and cards received during  
Peter’s recent stay

In Hospital. It helped greatly knowing that 
so many people were thinking of us.

Our thanks to you all. We hope to be back in Church in the not too 
distant future.   Peter and Anna Ambrose       

t 

Than� You
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Redland Park Church Calendar
Wed 2nd  7.45pm Elders
  7.00pm Choir Practice for Spectrum Event

Thurs 3rd  2.30pm 1st Thursday. 1 of  Derek Jones’ Quiz

Sat 5th  10.30am  Choir practice for spectrum event
  – Bristol Cathedral

Sat 5th    2.00pm Spectrum Event Bristol Cathedral
 6.30pm  Service

Sun 6th 10.30am Morning Worship Rev Dougie Burnett
  – Communion
 10.30am Korean Worship Upper Room

Sun 13th 10.30am 1st Sunday of Lent
  Morning Worship Rev Dougie Burnett
 10.30am Korean Worship Upper Room
 6.00pm Service of Prayer,Praise and Worship til 7.15pm

Wed 16th   7.30pm Lent Lecture Cotham Parish Church 
  – Speaker Anna Coote of the New Economics Foundation

Sun 20th  10.30am Morning Worship Rev Dougie Burnett
 10.30am Korean Worship Upper Room

Wed 23rd   7.30pm Lent Lecture Quaker’s Meeting House Redland 
  – Speakers Mike Day & Rev Nick Williams Affordable   
  Housing . To Build or Not to Build

Sun 27th 10.30am Family Service Rev Dougie Burnett
  Bring and Share Lunch
 10.30am Korean Worship Upper Room
 6.00pm Service of Prayer, Praise and Worship til   7.15pm

Wed  30th    7.30pm Lent Lecture Clifton Cathedral

  – Speaker Rev Jon Doble The Big Society and the 
  Gospel of Small Things

Sun 3rd 10.30am Mothering Sunday
  Morning Worship Rev Dougie Burnett – Communion
 10.30am Korean Worship Upper Room  
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Bob Weir TributeJoyce Hamblin Tribute

Our friend died in January, and her funeral 
was held late in the month so we couldn’t 
get this into last month’s Recorder.

Joyce was born in 1915 in Plymouth, 
later moving to Bristol where she was 
educated at Colston Girls’ School and 
then began work as shorthand-typist with 
Bristol Council Treasurers Department.  
She married Philip in 1940 but when he 
was conscripted to North Africa, Joyce 
returned to her family who had moved 
to Maidstone. She was appointed as the 
Secretary of the Chief Fire Offi cer of Kent. 
However, news came that in the Bristol 
Blitz all their belongings, furniture and 
wedding presents, which had been lodged 
in a depository in Bristol for safe keeping 
had been destroyed. 

Thankfully Philip came home safely but 
they had to start from scratch, setting 
up home in Brislington, and when Philip 
was promoted they moved to Taunton 
in 1960, staying there four years until he 
was further promoted to Bristol in 1964.  
Joyce developed her passion for gardening 
and fl ower arranging, was a member of 
the Townswomen’s Guild and the local 
Methodist Church. 

When they moved to Abbots Leigh they 
joined Redland Park Church and so she 
has been a member for over forty years. 

Joyce devoted herself to the management 
of Terrill House, and joined the local 
Women’s Institute. She was renowned 
for her hospitality and generosity and 
their home was a very popular stopping 
place for passing Moderators! The annual 
Garden Party was one chance to share 
the beautiful garden she and Philip 
developed together. At the church she 
took responsibility for the fl owers for 
over twenty years. She and Philip were 
assiduous travellers and enjoyed their 
trips to see family in Botswana, Japan and 
Canada, and holidays in many parts.

Philip died in 1997, after 55 years of 
marriage, and she moved to her fl at in 
Portishead which has been known as a 
place of warm hospitality and friendship 
to so many. Her all-too-evident suffering 
with osteoporosis she bore with great 
fortitude. She cherished her family, and 
her friends, and they cherished her.  With 
failing health Joyce sold her fl at and 
moved to Norewood Lodge in 2006.  Alas 
during her fi nal year she was confi ned 
to her bed but had the joy of her fi rst 
grandchild’s wedding and the birth of her 
fi rst great-grand-child.

It was with a real sense of shock that we 
learnt of Bob’s death in February, given 
that he had come through so much and 
had bounced back every time, we had 
all come to the conclusion that Bob 
was pretty much indestructible.  It was 
because of his sheer determination and 
stoicism to keep going, and that he would 
always be up for anything that was going 
on, that Bob won a very special place in 
the hearts of so many people

Bob was born in 1923 in Saltcoats on 
the Ayrshire coast but his family were 
from Glasgow.  Bob felt that the inner 
confi dence instilled by his family and the 
school stood him good stead for what he 
considered to be a wonderful life.

He always ensured that he played his 
part in what was going on around him.  
So it was that when he was 16, and his 
father having a number of strokes, the 
children had to contribute to the life 
of the household. Bob left school and 
followed in his father’s footsteps into 
British Oxygen as a clerk in the transport/
dispatch department.  His other interests 
in his teenage year were the Boys Brigade 
and running with the Shettlieston 
Harriers.

On reaching 18 Bob joined the Navy, a 
time for Bob which proved to be very 
meaningful and highly signifi cant.  The 
saying “once a Navy man, always a Navy 
man” certainly applied to Bob.  His war 
years were spent in the Atlantic, North 
Africa and being part of the close support 
at D-Day on landing craft.  During the 
war Bob’s father died.  The war came to 
an end and he was demobbed, returning 
to Glasgow to live with his older sister, 
Muriel and her husband Harry, and 

his mother.  He went back to work 
with British Oxygen in the accounts 
department. In November 1949 not 
only was his niece, Shauna, born, but 
while out celebrating Bob met Jess.  They 
married four years later and Trish was 
born in 1957.  Bob was an excellent father 
providing support and discipline in equal 
measure.

He continued to work for British Oxygen 
but then took a new a direction into the 
world of news agency, acquiring various 
others shops on the way.  He became 
involved with the Newsagents Federation, 
going on to become the Glasgow and 
then the Scottish and then the National 
president for 1981/82.  It involved travel 
and negotiation and he thrived on it.  
Jess even managed to get over a fear of 
fl ying when a trip to Paris was on offer.  
Following illness in 1985 Bob decided 
that maybe it was time to take things a 
bit easier. Glasgow was always very dear 
to Bob but in 1998 they relocated to here 
in Bristol to be with their daughter, Trish.  
They settled well into Fosseway Court 
and brought their church membership to 
here at Redland Park. 

For those of us here at Redland Park it 
was very obvious that Bob truly was a 
man of faith and drew much strength 
from his faith.  For some time he was part 
of one of our cell groups, meeting with 
others for fellowship, worship, study - and 
then doing something about it.  The fact 
is that we are all going to miss Bob, but 
he was always at peace about what lay 
beyond death.  There was life.  Despite 
his various health problems the last few 
years he remained cheerful and wise, a 
man of integrity and faith. Bob is in God’s 
Kingdom.  

The family of Joyce Hamblin express 
their heartfelt thanks to the minister, 
Cyril, Sally and all those who helped 
with the Thanksgiving service for the life 
of Joyce on 4th February. 

The service expressed her life perfectly and it was good to meet old 
friends once again. May God’s blessing continue to be with you all.
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What’s On? Womens World Day of Prayer.  
When: Friday March 4th 10.30am   Where: Cotham Parish Church

SKITTLES NIGHT SKITTLES SATURDAY 26 MARCH 
Did you come to the last skittles evening in Abbots Leigh.  This 
was a fun evening, enjoyed by all ages, so we thought we would 
have a similar event this year.  
Come and enjoy an evening playing skittles in the village Skittle 
Alley at Abbots Leigh and have a chance to chat with people you 
only usually meet on a Sunday mornings.

This is an evening for all ages, those who have played before and those who have 
never had a chance to try their skill in an original village skittle alley.
Teams will be organised on the night!! Soft drinks and nibbles will be served.  You 
are welcome to bring a bottle if you wish.
Tickets at £3 will be available from Janet and Myra. (Collection in aid of Church 
Charities)
The alley is behind the Village Hall in Abbots Leigh.  The Village Hall is on Church 
Road, opposite The George, and parking is opposite the hall.
When: Saturday 26 March   Where: Village Hall in Abbots Leigh          Janet Owen

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 15 – 21 May 2011 

Redland Park has for many years collected for 
Christian Aid Week in various roads in Redland 
/ Cotham, and I am most grateful to all those 
who regularly do this year after year.   However, 
I would be most grateful for more volunteers.  

If you think you might be willing to help 
this year, on your own or with a friend, 
please contact me as soon as possible.  The 
more people we have to help, the easier the 
collection becomes.

Last year the collection by Redland Park 
amounted to £1,046.69 and to this was added 
approximately £130 reclaimed tax.  This was 
in addition to the money which was raised at 
Christian Aid Day.  Please help us to do even 
better this year.   Janet Owen 
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This month will see the beginning of Lent. You will see in the date section 
of this month’s recorder when and where the Lent Lectures will take place. 
A lot of hard work has been done to arrange these talks so hope as many of 
you as possible can attend some, or all of them.

On March 5th  at 2.0pm do come to Bristol Cathedral for the Spectrum 
Event.  Helena has taken a big part in arranging this event, where we shall 
be advertising our Green Issues we have introduced at Redland Park, solar 
panels and lighting etc. also that the Koreans are now part of the URC.

At the last Church meeting we asked those who attended to move into 
groups and discuss ideas for celebrating our 150th anniversary. There were 
some good ideas which are on the notice board at the front of the church. 
Please have a look as we will continue with our discussions at the March 
Church meeting.

2011 looks as if it is going to be a very exciting year at Redland Park so 
watch this space.

We are continuing our Family Worship plus Bring and Share Lunch on the 
fourth Sunday of the month. We  would really love to see more of you 
there. It is a great time to have a chat over a casual lunch.

Best wishes to you all   Sally

Secretary’s N  tes by Sally King

Here are the Lectionary readings for March and the fi rst Sunday in April.  Eventually 
we arrive at Lent and as we do so there’s a focus on John’s gospel.  The three year 
cycle of the Lectionary centres on one of the three synoptic gospels each year, but 
it’s perhaps appropriate to visit John’s gospel in Lent.  It’s much more refl ective and 
there’s often a deeper meaning or symbolism beneath the surface.  Worth making 
time to refl ect on and maybe share your thinking with someone else.

Many preachers use the lectionary readings as a basis for their preaching.  The 
suggestion is to read them sometime in the week before Sunday worship so that if 
they are the ones used, it might help you get a bit more from the sermon.  

March OT Psalm Gospel NT
6th Exodus 24:12-18 2 (or maybe 99) Matthew 17:1-9 2 Peter 1:16-21
Lent
13th Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 32 Matthew 4:1-11 Romans 5:12-19
20th   Genesis 12:1-4a 121 John 3:1-17 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
27th Exodus 17:1-7 95 John 4:5-42 Romans 5:1-11
Apr 3rd 1 Samuel 16:1-13 23 John 9:1-41 Ephesians 5:8-14   

Keeping up with the vicar Pt 13 Angus Gregson

FLOWERS

Just at the moment all we seem to be asking for is money. Every Sunday 
there are fl owers in our church.  Thanks to the team that arrange them 
every week, and give extra time for special occasions.

As the fl ower fund does not receive 
any direct funding from the church, 
therefore donations would be 
gratefully received.

Thank you very much to members 
of the congregation, who have been 
giving towards the fl owers, some for 
many years.    Best wishes, Sally

Herewith copy for March.
We’ve got plenty to sing about;
Sing it out, sing it out;
We’ve got plenty to sing about;
Everybody sing about love!
Sing of the love that - frees us,
And of the light that - leads us,
Sing of the love of Jesus
Sing about heavenly love,
Sing that heavenly love!
 
We’ve got plenty to sing about;
Sing it out, sing it out;
We’ve got plenty to sing about;
Everybody sing about joy!
Sing of the joy - of living
Sing of the joy in - heaven,
Sing about heavenly joy,
Sing that heavenly joy
 

We’ve get plenty to sing about;
Sing it out, sing it out;
We’ve got plenty to sing about
Everybody sing about peace.
Sing of the peace that - never
People on earth can - sever;
Sing about that heavenly peace!
 
We’ve got plenty to sing about,
Sing it out, sing it out;
We’ve got plenty to sing about,
Everybody sing it again.
Sing of the love of - Jesus,
Sing of the joy He - brings us.
Sing of the peace He - gives us,
Sing about that heavenly peace
Sing that heavenly peace!
Sing that heavenly joy!
Sing
That heavenly love!

EVERYBODY SING    Copyright 1974 Derek Skelcher 
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